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Department of Defense Dnecuve RS
.;"Communi:cation‘e, ‘Intelligence (COMINT) i

. NSCID No.. 6, dated September 15, 1958

" SecDef merno, subj: Implementation of NSCID No. 9 L
““Revised, dated December 5, 1952 (cancelea by ref. (c}}. =
. DOD Dix, S- 5100 20, "’I‘he Na.tzonal Security Agency" ‘
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I, DEF]NITIO\IS o :

. A.‘ For the purpose of this Directive, the terms “Communi- T
cations Intelligence" or "COMINT ' shall be construed to mean = .-
technical and intelligence information acrived from forexgn com-=
mumcatzons by other than the intended recipients. :

_ B. COMINT activities shall be construea to mean those R
activities which produce COMINT by the intercception and process-
"7 ing of foreign communications paSS\,‘l by radio, wire, or othexr -
electromagnetic means, with spocific excestions stated in para.- v
;graph II. C. below, and by the oroceasmg of Joercign encrypted -_ L
cormnumcatlons, however transmitted, Interception comprzses, Eh
“ search, intercept, and direction finding, Processing comprises
range estmuauon, transmitter/operator identification, signal
analysis, ‘traffic analysis, cryptanclysis, decryption, study of °
. plain text, the fusion of thege procusses, and the reporting of «v '»' .+
,‘,‘ results.'f L o : T ERRCER
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: C | COMIN’I‘ and COMINT au,uv:mg.u as defmed herem shall
not mclude-"‘"--‘.- R S s

Intercept and processmg of unencrypted written
'_cormnumcatlons, except the processing of wntten

%Eeﬁﬁsxcww £D FR.OM AUTOMATIC REGRADIN NG;
» DIR 520010 DOES NOT APPLY, o

SR s it B



: plain text versions of communications which have been
" encrypted or are intended for subsequent cucryption. =

Intefcept and processi‘ng of preés, propaganda and . .
other public broadcasts, except for procoasmg en~
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- A Thc Secretary of Defense has becn deslgnatcd as Executa.ve
'*Agent of the Government for the; .conduct of COMINT activities in ;
:accordance with the provisions of reference (a) and for the mainten- ' .. 7
.+ ance and operation of the National Sceurity Agency (NSA). The Assiste.. @ . o
ant to the Secretary of Defense {Special Operations) will exerciso the AT
_authority vésted in the Secretary of Defénse by reference (a) relating . .~ 1
. to the d.u:ectmn and control’ of the Natlonal Sccunty Agency and related T

te
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B, . ‘The COMINT mission of thc Natlonal Secunty Agency shall' . C Ny
be to provide an effective, umfxcd organization and control of the .. .
/COMINT intercept and processing activities of the United Statcs, to -~
provide for integrated operational pollcmes and procedurocs pertaining ..
thereto and to produce COMINT m.formatmn in accordance with objec~ SR
tives, requirements and priox ities established by the U.S. Intclligence. © ' ..
‘Board For these purposes all g. S. COMINT activities, except as | ,;f
‘otherwise specified berein, arc placcd under the operational and T
techmcal control of the Dxrcctor, Natxona.l Sccumty Agency.

Sk

.‘. “

, L C. The Secretary of Defcnse w1]l estabhsh the consohdated
~ DOD budget, and requirements for military and civilian manpower,.
logistic and cornrnunicauons support and rescarch, development,
“'test and evaluation for COMINT acthtles, and provide for inclu-

' sions as appropriate in the budgets and programs of the military
departments and other DOD ag,enczes. With the collaboration of

. inteérested elements of the- Dcpartment of Defenue, the Assistant to’
“the Secretary of Defense (Spec,zal Operatxons.) mll continually review .
the development and executxon of COMINT plans and programs as a : | "
. basis on which to provide for effectzvc, cffxcz.ent and econoraical A
management and operation’ and the chmm&tmn of undes:.rable duph-.;
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D. The rmhtary departmcnts and the commanders of commands
establlshcd by the Seceretary of Defense will conduct such search, =
o mtc,rccpt direction finding, range estimation, and signal analys:.s of .
' commumcatzons electromagnetw rachatlons as must be undertaken to - L
pexrmit jmmediate operational use of the information in support of ..
eledtronic warfare and rescue operatxons. Wlth rcspect to thcse L
achvxtzes, it is noted tha.t- ‘ ‘ j_; :
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They are pcrformed in dlI‘CLt and 1mmcd1a.tc 5
"support of operations conducted for other than

1nte]_hgencc purposes and are c\-CLlV’O only when; -
“*. the supported operdtiong aré underwady., The ' °
} term’ "opexat:ons“ ~as.used in this directive, -
\:mcludcs tralnlng and tcst cxcrca. ¢s, ‘and is not’

NTE PRI

They are pcrformcd by eqmpmcnt wluch though
identical or similar to that used by COMINT

" units for m»elhgencc purpases, iz an cs senmal

. cOmponem of the weapons system famhty, or
actzvzty Wthh has an operat:onal rmssmn or '
obgectxve. )

-
i
,l
‘
)
J

'Exa.mples of such acthues arc those undertaxcn' o

By shlpis and axrcraft for navigatmna.l purpo.ses

and’ for thmriO\vn prqtection;

\

measures, cc&untpr~countcrme¢surcs, 1m1£at1ve .
commumcatmn and clcclromc deccpmon, wlule
these op rauons arc bemg conductcd. '

By ohlpS, a craft _ and/or gfround umts for -
detectxon, eamy warmng, trat,lung, 1dent1f1ca—~ N
tion,  target dcqmsAmn, or homiug purposes,
m conncctlon 'with. operatxous actually,underway.,

N

.

\(,A‘, . {—«‘

‘In. the event data obtamed DY these nctivities is usable' e
for 1111:el11gen(:e purposcs,' this data should be pro- » L o
'mded by the most expeditious. means available, .to =
the. appropmatc (“OMlN T éctxwty for further handlmg.
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2" . B, Paragraph Ill. D. above should not be interpreted to mean *“/ '
- that COMINT units which ope rate under the opérational and techmcal - RN
control of the Director, National Sccunty Agency, do not havea * |7 - -
- migsion of direct and 1mmedxate support to operatxons whxch arc
jbemg couducted. o : e

e

RESP ONSIB ILITIES
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‘Rev1ew the COMIN'I‘ plans and Pl'Ogral’Xlo of the
Dn’ector, Nauonal Sccurity Agcncy, to insure

‘that they arciin consonance with approved plans ' 7.
“and adcquatc“to serve the joint nceds of the mili- "
.tary departments, the commands c¢stablished by
-the Secrctary of Dmense and the missions of the
“Joint CthfG of bta,ff and make rccommcndatxons
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Rev.ww the cdnsohdated DOD budgct and rcqmre—-f
»fments for mahtary and civilian manpower, 10"151:10

‘ithe Secretary of Defense by thé Director, National
Security Agency, to determme ‘the 1mpact on stated
rnlhtary rcqturcments, anfl make appro;)mate B
recommendamons w1th respcct thereto to the Secre«-

Accomphsh Lho COMINT mission of the Natlonal
Security Agenby m accordance \mth the prowsxons
fireferchQ (a) S

Exercmc opcratxona,l and' techmcal control of the
COMINT collectlon and processmg activities of the :

' :depar»ments and agencxes of the Governmcnt " -
except those actwltzcs conducted in accordance oy
W1th the provxsxons of paragraph Il‘.l" D. ‘ abovc or,:.‘ L

V-
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Delefate opcrational control of specified COMINT o
facilitics and resources to appropriate authorities o
'for such periods and for such tasks as arc deter= " LT
" mined by him to be necessary, including those ‘
tasks to m eet the direct support requirements of L
m:.htary departments and commandcrs. '
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Prepare in collaboratlon mth the mxhtary depart-
ments and submit to the Secrctary of Defense the

consolidated DOD plans and programs for CON'INT
activitics, togethcr with hJ.S rccom.mondatlons h

.

pertazmng ther eto.” T

,Prepare in co]laboratmn wﬂ,h hmc rmh*a.ry dcpart-—'
‘ments and submit to the Secretary of Defense the
,/consolidated DOD budget, and requ.xrements for
military, and c1v111an manpower logistic support,

‘and research developmert, -test and cvaluation for:
'COMINT actxwtxos, togcther mth hJ.S recommcnda-

txons pertammg thereto‘ R
4\ Lt o '_"‘» ey e

Under the sup‘erv:.smn of the Director of Defense _
Resecarch and Engineering, establish and conduct
a research and engincering program to meet the '
needs of the National Security Agency and the de~
partments and agencies which are engaged in
COMINT actxwtxes, review and’ coorchnat:c the re=
lated COMINT xresecarch and engzncermg programs "
‘conducted by Such departments and agencies. He .
will also rccornmcnd controls and. procedures to the
‘Director of Defcnse Reseaxch ‘and Engmeermg,

governing the conduct of COMIN'I‘ research develop'-g-"f
ment, test and cvaluatxon. i v C

Standard.xz m collaborauon‘thh the m111tary de- L
partments COMINT e(;mpment a.nd fa.c111t165 wher- :
ever practxcable. S ‘. KERE ; ',‘.s'_ :

informatxon, 5pec1a11zed eqmprncnt and engmecrmg
sszstance_, add analytxc service to‘all U.S. COM]NT




'{COMINT training conducted by the military de- B
. partments, and prescmbe minimum standards £or ,j~; T,

v
l

;Conduct necessary specm.hzed a.nd advanced

COMINT traxnxng. e

D P R L

-t

and submit them to the Joint Chicfs of Staff for . .
the;.r revxew and apprcpmate ac‘uon. Lo T

Determme and mako known to appropnate aut:hor;.d N
ties courier scrvice requirements £or the exped.z-«‘
tlous handlmg o£ COMINT materxal '

i batnt Ko B St e >

Determme and submzt to the authorlucs respon-n,
'sible for logistic support for the National Securxty
Agency, requirements together with specifie et
‘recommendations as fo what each’of the respon~‘« L e
“sible departmunts arxd agenc:.ea of the Government AT
' vshould supply. - o S S

-r.
. .,

'." Plan program and budgét for their respectwe
COMINT activities; collaborate with the Dxrector,
‘National Security Agency, in the preparation of -
: consohdated DOD plans, programs and budget

Procure for, operate, orgamze, tram, eqmp,
admlmster, and provxdé 1ogmst1.c support to-their = ;-
Thls will 1nclude S

léour(:es for the support of rmhtary operatz.ons a.nd
qf the natlonal GOM)NT effort as authonzed and
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co L e seslse
Perform COMINT collection and procegsing taskgn".; ;' : ;
as specified by the Director, National Security S :

‘Agency, in accordance with tho provzsxous of para- o

i 3,' . ‘ ey PP
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Assxgn rmlztax‘y personnel to thc National Secunty ' R
.7 Agency in accordance with approved rcqmrcmcnts. R
-The normal tour of duty is thirty-six months. / i
Longer assztgnmcnt of specially qualified personnel P
“is authorized as may be arranged with the Depa.rt-— o
i ment conccrncd _The military departments may S
‘add, w:.thdraw, or substitute personnel within the PR
authormed personnel strcngth of the National .
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Keep the Dxrcctor, Natxonal Sccunty Agcncy, and -
‘through him the Director, of Defense Réscarch and
Engmeermg, currontly advised of their COMINT _
.research and engmeonng requxremcnts, and accom= *"
plish such’ res¢arch, \devclopmcnt, test and cva.lua- e : _:}":‘
txon as. ;may be' assxgned. o R
Su'bJect to approval by the Dlrector of Defense Rew .,
search’and Engincering, initiate and pursuc such -
research and engineering projects as may be .
'neccssary to support their. COMINT activitics, and
accomplish such COMINT rescarch, development,
test and evaluatmn as approved or assigned by the "+ "
“Director of Defense Research and Engincering, A .
m111tary dcpartmcnt undertaling research and RSN S
‘engineering préjects in areas touching on GOMINT SR
will advise the Dircctor of Defense Research and RPN
Engincering, the Dlrpctor, Natmnal Security Agency,
and other rmlltary depaz'tments as a matter of mutual
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State .‘co the Du: tor N Natmnal Secumty Agcncy,
‘thexr requunents for COMI_NT dz.rect: support

'iConduct the a.cleitlcs lxsted in paragraph IJ_I. o

.rabove m accordance W1th the prowsmns cont:amcd
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' Conduct those COMINT actxmtxes, other than =« v U me
: cryptanalys1s, undertaken in support of their P -
 missions under the authority of NSCID No. 5; Sl
“where feasible, coordinate such activities with
the Diractoy, National Seeurity Agency, or his
representative. The information derived from such’
activities shall be so handled as to give suitable
protection to relatéd acthtms and shall be passed
to the National Sccunty Agency to the extent desired”
by the Director, NSA, as soon as the special secunty
collecnon requn'cmcnts have been satisi'xed T

e

Xy ‘ . \ . .
Fulfﬂl log1st1c .,upport requlrements of the Natxonal
Security Agency, § authomzcd and’ chrecl,ed by the :
Secretary o£ Defcndc. ) ‘ '
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of Defense Tl L ‘:
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'I‘hese Comrnanders wﬂl

sow
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" Submlt the;r reqmrements for COMINT dn-cct
suppOrt to the Chlef of Sermce concerned.

'

; BEEAS ARE

o

In the event the Chlef of Serwcc concerned cannot
arrange for meeting the reqmrement or resolve
_the problem, thc matter W111 then be rcferred to

‘e

Conduct the a.Ctl’VltleS llsted in paragraph III. D.
‘above in accordance: with the provisions contained
/therein; where fea51b1c, caordlnate such actwﬁues»

w1th the Dn'ector, Nauonal Secumty Agency. .

.‘ A

analysis, undex)taken in Suppdrt of the:r missions -
‘under the authority of NSCID No. 5; where feas1ble, -
‘coordinate such acuvmlcs with the Direc¢tor, ..
National Security Agcncy. The mformatxon dcrwed
from such activities ‘shall be 80 ‘handled as to give. ;
‘suitable protection to related activities and shall =
be passed to the Natwnal Secunty Agency to the
'extcnt desired by the‘ Director, NSA, as soon as’

the specxal secunty coliectmn reqmrements have
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R SR Gt se3ns.d
B, - Non-DOD Departments and Agencies - oo

n

The responsﬂnlxtxes for the conduct: and support of e

COMINT activitics by those departments and agcncxes S
‘(a) but- outside the Depart- :-.. .- "

‘as specxfzed in reference i
ment of Defense are covered in.a scparate mcmorano-" T

'I‘lus Dn’e

LY - I Rl

ctwe :.s effectwe upon pubhcanon.
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